
Young people understand that the world is
literally in front of their eyes when they have
the gift of reading. That was the message
during the Wayne County Community
College District’s (WCCCD) Chancellor’s
Reading Carnival held at the Downtown
Campus.
With workshops, presentations,

demonstrations, free books and the
opportunity to meet authors, writers and poets
in a carnival-like setting, more than 1,000
young people and their families gathered to
celebrate a love for reading.
The day-long event drew visitors from across

the county to partake in rides, games, food and
visits with local celebrities and entertainers.
But it was not all about the fun and games, the
opportunity to learn and gain new experiences
was truly the focus for this Continuing
Education activity sponsored by the District.
Columnist Rochelle Riley served as the

Honorary Chairperson for the Reading
Carnival. During the opening session, she
invited participants to hone their reading skills
and explore the many adventures, art, cultures
and worlds found within the covers of books.
Other speakers stressed the importance of
reading in their own lives and the power of
knowledge in building a strong and vibrant
community.
“The ability to read well influences success in

public schools, the workplace and navigating
life,” stated WCCCD’s Martha Grier. “If we
can touch the lives of young people today, we
can change our community where functional
literacy is reportedly less than 50 percent of the
population. Activities such as the Reading
Carnival help to tell the story that education is
important and necessary for us to be citizens in
a global world.”
The success of the first WCCCD

Chancellor’s Reading Carnival ensures that it
will continue in the future. John Bolden,
WCCCD executive
vice chancellor,
remarked,
“The carnival
demonstrated a
belief that learning
can happen in all
kinds of places and
environments. This
was an effective
learning experience
that young people
will remember for a
long time.”
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